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HOUSE BI LL 2559

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hudgins, MCoy, VanDeWege, Hasegawa, O nsby,
Canmpbel | , and Chase

Prefiled 01/08/08. Read first time 01/14/08. Referred to Commttee
on Technol ogy, Energy & Commruni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to a statew de high-speed internet deploynent and
adoption initiative; adding a new section to chapter 43.105 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the depl oynent
and adoption of telecommunications services and information technol ogy
has resulted in enhanced econom c devel opnent and public safety for the
state's communi ti es, i npr oved heal t h care and educati ona
opportunities, and a better quality of life for the state's residents.
Further, continued progress in the deploynment and adoption of high-
speed internet and other advanced tel ecomunications services, both
| and-based and wreless, is vital to ensuring Wshington remains
conpetitive and continues to create business and job growh. The
| egislature finds that the state nust encourage and support strategic
partnershi ps of public, private, and nonprofit sectors in the continued
growt h and devel opnent of tel econmunications and information technol ogy
for state residents and businesses, and do so through formalized and
structured arrangenents like the highly successful K-20 network
established in chapter 43.105 RCW
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.105 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent, as the state agency responsible for
coordinating with the education sectors on the K-20 network, shall work
inasimlar partnership wwth the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ developnment and the state wutilities and transportation
comm ssion to lead a conprehensive, statew de high-speed internet
depl oynent and adoption initiative to:

(a) Ensure all residents and busi nesses of the state have access to
af fordabl e and reliable high-speed internet services;

(b) Achieve inproved technology Iliteracy, increased conputer
ownership, and high-speed internet use anong state residents and
busi nesses;

(c) Establish and enpower |ocal technology planning teans and
partnerships to plan for inproved technology use across multiple
comunity sectors; and

(d) Est abl i sh and sustain an envi r onnent ripe for
t el ecommuni cations and technology investnent statew de, including
solicitation and receipt of grants, |loans, and other financial

mechani sns.

(2) The partnership set forth in subsection (1) of this section
shall include input and cooperation anong public, private, and
nonprofit agenci es and organi zati ons representi ng econom c devel opnent,
| ocal community devel opnent, technology planning, education, health
care, and other relevant entities. The partnership shall additionally
col l aborate with telecommunications providers, technology conpanies,
t el econmuni cati ons uni ons, comunity-based organi zations, and rel evant
private sector entities to achieve the purposes set forth in subsection
(1) of this section.

(3) The high-speed internet depl oynent and adoption initiative set
forth in subsection (1) of this section nust include, but is not
limted to:

(a) Creating and reqgularly wupdating a geographic statew de
inventory of hi gh- speed i nternet service and other rel evant
t el econmuni cations and information technol ogy services. The inventory
must :

(1) Identify geographic gaps in high-speed internet service through
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a nmethod of G S mapping of service availability and G S analysis at the
census bl ock |evel;

(i1) Provide a baseline assessnent of statew de high-speed internet
deploynent in ternms of percentage of househol ds and businesses with
hi gh-speed internet availability;

(ti1) Provide updates to these data every six nonths; and

(1v) Build wupon the initial utilities and transportation
comm ssion's broadband disparity study authorized by the legislature in
2007;

(b) Tracking statew de residential and busi ness adoption of high-

speed internet, conputers, and related information technol ogy,
identifying barriers to adoption, and neasuring progress on these data
annual | y;

(c) Building and facilitating |ocal technol ogy planning teans and
partnerships with nmenbers representing cross-sections of the community,

including but not limted to representatives of busi ness,
t el ecommuni cations unions, K-12 education, health care, libraries,
hi gher education, comunity-based organizations, |ocal governnent,
tourism parks and recreation, and agriculture. Local technol ogy

pl anni ng teans shall benchmark technol ogy use across rel evant community
sectors, set goals for inproving technology use within each sector, and
devel op tactical business plans for achieving identified goals, wth
specific recommendations for online application devel opnent and demand
creation;

(d) Working collaboratively wth high-speed internet providers and
t echnol ogy conpani es across the state to encourage depl oynent and use,
especially in underserved areas, through wuse of |local demand
aggregation, mapping analysis, and creation of market intelligence to
i nprove the investnent rationale and business case; and

(e) Establishing prograns to inprove conputer ownership and
internet access for unserved and underserved popul ations across the
state.

(4) The partnership set forth in subsection (1) of this section may
contract with other organizations to acconplish the objectives set
forth in this section. Such an organization nust have an established
conpetency in working with public and private sectors to acconplish
w de-scal e depl oynent and adoption of t el ecommuni cations and
i nformation technol ogy.
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(5) The partnership set forth in subsection (1) of this section
shall provide a report on the partnership's activities to the fiscal
and teleconmmunications committees in the senate and house of
representatives, together with any recommendations for strengthening
the program The report nust be provided annually not later than
Decenber 1st, beginning in 2009, and cover the preceding fiscal year.

~-- END ---
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